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• Authorized by Congress 
in 1993 to strengthen 
biomedical research in 
states receiving limited 
NIH funding (23 States 
and Puerto Rico)

• First IDeA Award funded 
in 2000 by NCRR

• IDeA Program moved to 
NIGMS in 2012

The IDeA (Institutional Development Award) Program
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FY IDeA Appropriations NIH Appropriations IDeA/NIH (%)
2022 $410,453,000 $45,000,000,000 0.91
2021 $396,573,000 $43,010,500,000 0.92
2020 $386,573,000 $41,760,000,000 0.93
2019 $361,573,000 $39,306,349,000 0.92
2018 $350,575,000 $37,311,349,000 0.94
2017 $333,361,000 $34,300,999,000 0.97
2016 $320,840,000 $32,311,349,000 0.99
2015 $273,325,000 $30,311,349,000 0.9
2014 $273,325,000 $30,142,653,000 0.91
2013 $261,554,421 $29,315,822,000 0.89
2012 $276,480,000 $30,860,913,000 0.9

Steady Congressional Support for IDeA Program
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The IDeA Program Supports Four Funding Initiatives

• Centers of Biomedical Research Excellence (COBRE) (3 5-yr phases; 129 active awards)
o Centers of research excellence to support the development of infrastructure and investigators to 

compete for independent NIH funding and to advance the science in the area 

• IDeA Networks of Biomedical Research Excellence (INBRE) (24 awards)

o Statewide networks of PUIs and research-intensive institutions that support faculty research 
with student participation and build research infrastructure 

• IDeA Clinical and Translational Research Networks (IDeA-CTR) (12 active awards)
o Statewide/regional networks that develop C&T research capacity and support health research   

to addresses health concerns of the populations of the state/region

• IDeA Co-Funding: Co-funds R01/R15 and major instrument applications submitted to NIH 

o Encourages all NIH Inst/Cent/Offices to expand research funding for IDeA states



Goals:

 Develop a statewide multi-disciplinary research network of doctoral degree 
granting and undergraduate institutions;

 To build and increase the research capacity by supporting faculty, fellows and 
students at participating institutions;

 Provide undergraduate faculty and students research support, serve as 
“pipeline” to health research careers;

 Provide outreach to students at undergraduate institutions, community 
colleges and tribally controlled colleges and universities;

 Enhance statewide science and technology knowledge base.
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PI = Principal Investigator
PC = Program Coordinator

 Development Research Project Program
 Student Summer Research Internship Program

 24 INBRE networks; One per IDeA state
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Supporting INBRE Through Collaboration with Other Programs 

INBRE Supplements to Develop Research Collaborations (2019-present)

With COBRE, IDeA-CTR, IDeA co-funded R01s and R15s; 
IDeA States Pediatric Clinical Trials Network (ISPCTN), Clinical and Translational Science Awards 
(CTSA) and Native American Research Centers for Health (NARCH) awards located in IDeA states

 Provide investigators and students from INBRE partner institutions greater access 
to research supported by the IDeA Program at research-intensive institutions

 Encourage investigators supported by collaborating programs to be involved in 
mentoring undergraduate students and building a deeper bench of research 
workforce 



Supporting Research and Research Capacity Building in IDeA States

Collaborations & Partnerships with other NIH Programs

COBREs

INBREs

IDeA-CTRs

IDeA-Co-Funding

Basic, Translational, Clinical and Behavioral Research



Other Programs & NOSIs

Notice of Special Interest: Administrative Supplements for Research on Women’s Health in the 
IDeA States - NOT-GM-22-005

Notice of Special Interest: Alzheimer’s-Focused Administrative Supplements for NIH Grants that 
are Not Focused on Alzheimer’s Disease - NOT-AG-22-025 ;  

Notice of Special Interest: Availability of Administrative Supplements to INBRE Awards to Fund 
Research Collaborations - NOT-GM-21-016

R15 "NIH Research Enhancement Award" 
Goals: support meritorious research, expose students to research, and
strengthen the research environment of the institution.

Programs
1.Academic Research Enhancement Award (AREA) for Undergraduate-Focused Institutions
2.Research Enhancement Award Program (REAP) for Health Professional Schools and Graduate Schools

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-GM-22-005.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-AG-22-025.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-GM-21-016.html


Enabling Cloud-Computing at IDeA Institutions through INBRE
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o Cloud computing can provide students and investigators at under-resourced 
institutions access to big data tools/approaches and analytic/storage capacities 
essential for biomedical research without heavy capital investment in institutional 
high performance computing infrastructure.

o INBRE awardees are collaborating w/ NIH STRIDES to lead the way on 

expanding access to data science tools and skillsets

• Providing basic Cloud Computing training

• Developing Cloud tools for self-learning of biomedical research methods

• Demonstrating to investigators and institutional leaders the benefits of using 

Cloud tools to facilitate transitioning of research activities to the Cloud
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Interactive Training on Cloud Fundamentals
48 classes (through 60 six-hour sessions) by Google (27) or AWS (21);
June–December 2021 

• Beginner (Cloud Basics) 24 classes; 24 sessions
• Intermediate (App Development) 12 classes; 16 sessions
• Advanced (Architecture) 12 classes; 20 sessions

15 students/class; 720 class seats; 
500 participants from ~ 90 Institutions

GM staff enrolling participants through INBREs; 
STRIDES staff managing logistics; 
GCP and AWS providing instruction/training
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Biomedical Research Learning Modules



18



19

Cloud-based Learning

Online Training Offered on Institutional/Public Servers
Limitations

Access to servers limited
Need to install software and backup data
Limited computing and storage capacity
Providing training one class/workshop a time 

Objectives

Easy access via cloud user accounts
A collection of learning modules each covering a

topic in biomedical research 
Enables self-learning
Capable of serving large number of students

Cloud-based Learning: Serving Large Number of Students
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